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December 2025 
PASTOR:  HEATHER HAMMEL 

Phone: 717-809-9636   

E-Mail: heather@glossbrenner.net 
 
CHILDREN & YOUTH DIRECTOR:  

JESSICA ROCKEY 

Cell Phone: 717-517-4967 

E-Mail:  jrockey@glossbrenner.net 
 
MUSIC DIRECTOR: GINGER REINHARDT 

860-712-3893 

E-Mail:  ginger@glossbrenner.net 
 
CHURCH OFFICE HOURS: 

(Monday is Jackie Roberts’ day off.) 

Phone:   717-653-5683 

E-Mail:  jackier@glossbrenner.net   
 
CHURCH WEB SITE: 

www.glossbrenner.net 
 
Glossbrenner Prayer Chain  

Greeting Card Ministry  

http://www.gbgm-umc.org/glossbrenner
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WEEKLY SCHEDULE 
 FROG Café Fellowship Time - 9:15 am 
 Chapel Open for Prayer - 9:30 am  
 Worship Service - 10:00 am  
(Live in the Sanctuary; also Livestreamed and recorded - 
see website) 
 Sunday School - 11:15 am  

  

DATES AHEAD 
JANUARY 4:  
Epiphany - Holy Communion 
 

ADMINISTRATIVE BOARD 
Due to scheduling conflicts, the Administrative Board meet-
ing, originally scheduled for December 11, has been re-
scheduled for Wednesday, December 17, at 7:00 p.m. in 
the All-Stars classroom.   

FROM PASTOR HEATHER  
 As Christmas draws 

near, I will admit that I 

love the lights and music, 

the cookies and special 

meals with friends and 

family, the shopping and finding the per-

fect gift for a loved one. I have fond 

memories of the Christmas season. How-

ever, life has different seasons and some 

years Christmas is different - whether 

due to illness, schedules, school, work, or 

even the death of family and friends. 

Wherever we are and whomever we are 

around, we can trust that God is always 

with us, Jesus is always interceding on 

our behalf, and God’s Holy Spirit reminds 

us of our blessings. 

 At Glossbrenner Church we will be 

asking ourselves a question each Sun-

day to draw our attention to our rela-

tionship with Jesus (especially in the 

midst of this busy season). I hope you’ll 

join us in worship, on Sundays and on 

Christmas Eve. It is so special to be able 

to praise God together. Let us also pray 

for one another and reach out to those 

we miss seeing. For those struggling or in 

need, please let me know how I and the 

church can support you. For those who 

have extra this season, please consider 

a special Christmas Eve offering to sup-

port the ministries and people of our 

church and community. You are each a 

gift from God.  

  In Christian Love, Pastor Heather 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
November 30 - Advent Week 1 - Hope - Are We There Yet? 
Isaiah 2:1-5 Matthew 24:36-44    
No one fully understands God's timing, so we are called to be alert 
as we walk in the tension of the "not yet". 
No Children’s Sunday School 
 
December 7 - Advent Week 2 - Peace - Are We Prepared? 
Isaiah 11:1-10  Matthew 3:1-12    
God is always preparing us. Will we hear and heed God's call to 
turn from the world and ourselves and turn to our Savior? 
Communion and Love Offering 
 
December 14 - Advent Week 3 - Joy - Are We Giving A Faithful 
Witness?  
Psalm 146:5-10  Matthew 11:2-11   
We have Joy because of all that God reveals to us and does for 
us. Even in the midst of despair or struggle, we can be a witness 
to the goodness of God. 
Joyful Noise Offering taken to support Raise28 
 
December 21 - Advent Week 4 - Love - Are We Willing To 
Trust The Stories?  
Isaiah 53:1-6  Matthew 1:18-25    
When we take a step of faith (trust) and can accept God's gift of 
Jesus, we will experience love in a new and powerful way. 
Choir Cantata presented during worship 
 
December 24 - Christmas Eve - Finally! 
Isaiah 9:2-7  Luke 2:1-20 
Hear the story of God’s greatest gift! 
Family-friendly services at 3pm and 7pm 
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“Christmas All Year Long” 
A Musical of Hope and Cheer  

Arranged by Marty Parks  
 
“Christmas All Year Long!” will be pre-
sented by the choir along with the 
Praise Band and Bell Choir during the  
worship service on Sunday, December 
21 (10:00 a.m.). Warm, kindhearted, 
comforting, richly nostalgic and full of 
the promise of Christmas. Heartfelt  
narrations enhance the magnificent 
songs, ranging from happy-makes-me-

feel-like-
Christmas 
tunes, to 
songs full of 
depth, heart, 
Biblical truth 
and the 
message of 
Hope and 

Promise found in the story of our  
Savior’s birth; Reverent and worshipful 
songs offering up our highest praise to 
the King of kings, and songs of  
encouragement reminding us that peace 
on earth starts with each of us; songs 
and narration that ultimately lead us to 
the question…Why can’t it be Christmas 
All Year Long? 

Advent is the four-week sea-

son in which Christians await 

the coming of Christ. The 

word, “advent”, comes from 

the latin word adventus, 

which means “coming” or 

“arrival”. For Christians, the 

season of Advent antici-

pates the coming of Christ from two different per-

spectives. The season offers the opportunity to share 

with our ancestors in the ancient longing for the 

coming of Jesus the Messiah, and for us to be alert 

for his Second Coming. This dual purpose for Advent 

is far different from our culture’s tendency to make 

the Advent season a four-week countdown to Christ-

mas. While we do not know precisely when the cele-

bration of Advent was instituted in the church, there 

is evidence of such celebrations that go all the way 

back to the late 5th century. Therefore, when we cel-

ebrate this year, we do so following our spiritual an-

cestors in the ancient traditions of the church. 

One way in which we commemorate Advent in 

our church is through the lighting of the Advent 

wreath. You will notice that the wreath has five can-

dles, three purple, one pink, and a white candle in 

the middle (known as the “Christ Candle”). Each 

week during Advent, a different candle will be lit un-

til on Christmas Eve, the Christ Candle is lit along with 

the other four.  

Individuals and families are invited to participate 

in our worship service by reading a short devotion 

and prayer and lighting the candle(s) on the Advent 

Wreath. Sign up in the narthex/lobby to get involved! 

BOARD OF TRUSTEES 

TRUSTEE OF THE MONTH 
Mark Myers will be the Trustee in charge of 

routine duties and responsibilities during 

the month of December. If you notice 

something that should be taken care of 

by the trustees, please contact Mark at 

717-587-4686. Thank you Don Musser for 

your faithful service in November! 
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COMMUNITY CHRISTMAS PARTY  

DONATIONS/HELP WANTED 
Sign-ups to volunteer for our annual Commu-

nity Christmas Party are in the narthex. All 

that is needed is an hour or two of your time 

to run an easy station to bring joy to people 

in our community! We are also in need of gift 

cards for Giant, Weis, or monetary donations 

to keep this entire event FREE! 
 
In need of new or gently used gifts for ALL ag-

es for our gift table, which will be at our Com-

munity Christmas Party for those in our town 

who are having trouble getting 

gifts for loved ones this year. 

Please place in the red bin in the 

narthex or see Jess Rockey.  

Non-Crafting Craft Session 
Come and join in the fun and fel-

lowship as we assemble craft pack-

ets for the Community Christmas 

Party.  We will be placing the com-

ponents for each craft in baggies.  

There will be some prep work, but 

nothing too difficult.  We will be gathering at the 

home of Marcia Brooks on Wednesday, Decem-

ber 3rd at 9:30 am.  Come when you can and 

leave when you must. Your help is very much 

appreciated.  

2026 OFFERING ENVELOPES 
The 2026 offering envelopes 

have been placed in the 

church mailboxes. If you did 

not receive envelopes but 

would like to (you don’t have 

to be a member), please see 

Jackie or call the church office 

at 717-653-5683.  

CARING HANDS & HEARTS 

(Hands that Serve, Hearts that Care) 
 

Thank You! 
Caring Hands & Hearts would like to thank every-

one who helped make the Country Fair & Market 

a success.  To those who cooked and worked in 

the kitchen, donated items for the yard sale, used 

their talents to make items for the craft area, and 

used their baking skills for the dessert table, we 

thank and appreciate you.  We also thank and 

appreciate everyone who helped set-up, worked 

at the event and helped to clean-up afterwards.  

It takes many hands and a lot of hard work to suc-

cessfully host the Country Fair & Market.  And be-

cause of you and those who attended and sup-

ported the event we were able to raise nearly 

$6,400.00 for missions.  A portion of the proceeds 

will be given to Raise28 and Mount Joy Helping 

Services.  Thank you!! 

 

Christmas Cards for the Homebound 

Caring Hands & Hearts is collecting Christmas cards 

for the homebound. You can bring your cards and 

place them in the basket in the Narthex/Lobby on or 

before December 14. Thank you for helping us 

spread a little Christmas cheer to Rose & Mel Bliss, 

Shirley Bowers, Mark Buller, Irene Dennis, Karen 

Elslager, Frank Geib, Nancy Gruber, Peggy Lahr, 

MaryAnn Miller, 

Gerald Ney, Betty 

Ober, Judy Orey, 

Jackie Peifer, Ro-

maine Showalter, 

and Vivian Yingst.  
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The article on the left 

(sorry about the poor  

quality!) was recently printed in the 

Merchandiser and we just wanted to 

acknowledge Dave Eichler and the 

work he has done with the canoes that 

were purchased with Pennsylvania Fish 

and Boat Commission grant that he 

applied for in 2024. Congratulations 

Dave and thank you for all the work 

you put into obtaining the grant to pur-

chase the canoes, trailer, and other 

equipment for the canoe program 

and for reaching out to scouts and 

youth groups to educate them about 

safe boating! 

Poinsettia plants will be placed in 
the sanctuary for the Christmas 
Eve services on December 24. If 
you wish to place a poinsettia in 
memory or in honor of a loved 
one, please call the office to 
place your order. Tho options are 
available: 6½” (5 to7 blooms) for 
$9.50 and 4½” (3 to 5 blooms) 
for $5.50. (Make checks payable 
to Glossbrenner UMC). The 
plants may be picked up after 
the 7 o’clock evening candlelight 
service. FINAL DEADLINE FOR 
ORDERS IS DECEMBER 7. 
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Litigation Update 

Glossbrenner Church has joined with 49 other United Methodist 
Churches of the Eastern Pennsylvania Conference in a lawsuit to 
pursue equitable terms for disaffiliation. A judge of The Court of 
Montgomery County has affirmed the lawsuit can move forward 
on two counts: 
● Breach of Promise: Did the EPA break a promise of what the 
churches needed to do (and pay) to exit the United Methodist 
Church? 
● Breach of Contract: Did the EPA break a contract that was 
written in the Book of Discipline on how a church can exit? 
The lawsuit will go to trial at the Montgomery County Court 
House the week of March 30 - April 10 , 2026. Glossbrenner 
Church has been selected as one of the 5 churches to testify at 
the trial. These five churches will be representing the other 45 
churches in the lawsuit. The Transition Leadership Team will 
keep the congregation informed whenever there is a new 
development in the trial. We have established an email address 
in which various forms of communication will be sent to the con-
gregation.  
The email address is: transitionteam@glossbrenner.net 
After the holidays, there will be a Congregational Meeting directly 
after the Worship Service to further discuss this matter. Until 
then, stay informed, ask questions. Also, continue to pray for 
Glossbrenner, the other churches in the litigation, the EPA Con-
ference, and the attorneys who will be involved in the trial. 
For the Spirit God gave us does not make us timid, but gives us 
power, love, and self-discipline. ~ 2 Timothy 1:7 
Transition Leadership Team: Mark Rorabaugh, Mark Myers, Ken 
Ober, Andy Ober, Dave Eichler, Greg Kline, Emi Nissley-Rafaj 

To all of my Gloss-
brenner friends 
who have been 
loyal supporters.  
I want to thank 
you for helping me 
raise over 
$11,500. We are 
getting closer to a 
cure. We MUST 
find the first sur-
vivor. I will con-

tinue to fight this dreaded disease.  
Love and blessings to all.   Mary Reheard 
 
Dear Glossbrenner Family, 
We want to express our heartfelt grati-
tude for the incredible support you 
showed our family during a challenging 
and unexpected season. Your thoughtful 
cards, kind calls, delicious meals, gener-
osity, and prayers meant so much to us 
and truly lifted our spirits. It’s never 
easy when “mama goes down,” and at 
first, I struggled with accepting so much 
help. But I quickly realized what a true 
blessing it was—and how deeply it bene-
fited our family. Someone dear to me 
shared a wonderful piece of advice that 
brought such peace: “When people want 
to give and to help you, accept it as a 
blessing, because to deny it is to deny a 
blessing from God.” Thank you, from the 
bottom of our hearts, to each of you who 
blessed us with your kindness and love.               
With love and thankful hearts,    
                                    The Cole Family  
P.S. Our ever-growing (and ever-
hungry) boys were not complaining one 
bit about all of that food magically 
showing up at our front door!   



Homebound/Retirement Community Members 

The following is a list of the homebound members - or those living in retirement 
communities - of our church. A card or phone call would probably be appreciat-
ed very much by these people who are unable to attend worship services on 

Sunday mornings. 
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Rose Bliss 
705 Florin Avenue 
Mount Joy, PA 17552 
(Phone: 717-928-4135) 
 
Shirley Bowers 
666 Jane Avenue 
Mount Joy, PA 17552 OR 
Hamilton Arms Center 
336 South West End Avenue  
Room 150-D 
Lancaster, PA  17603. 
   
Mark Buller 
Lancaster Nursing & Rehab Center 
Room 704 E 
900 East King Street 
Lancaster, PA 17602 
 
Irene Dennis 
c/o Sandy Waltz 
2148 Sheri Lane 
Mount Joy, PA 17552 
(Irene is a resident at Hamilton Arms, 
Lancaster) 
 
Karen Elslager 
1734 Schwanger Road 
Mount Joy, PA   17552 
(Phone: 717-575-4376) 
 
Frank Geib 
Brethren Village - Room 243 
3001 Lititz Pike 
Lititz, PA 17543 
 
Nancy Gruber 
829 Union School Road 
Mount Joy, PA 17552 
(Phone: 717-653-1173) 
 
Peggy Lahr 
c/o Debbie Nissley-Martin 
712 Church Street 
Mount Joy, PA 17552 
(Peggy is a resident at Paramount  
Senior Living, Maytown) 
 

MaryAnn Miller 
Ephrata Manor - Room 131B 
99 Bethany Road 
Ephrata, PA 17522 
 
Gerald Ney 
415 Trout Run  
Trillium Place 
1520 Harrisburg Pike 
Lancaster, PA 17601 
 
Mary “Betty” Ober 
Susquehanna Health & Wellness Center 
Room #3 
745 Old Chickies Road 
Columbia, PA 17512 
(Phone:  717-928-3087) 
 
Judy Orey 
213 Keinath Street 
Mount Joy, PA  17552 
(Phone:  717-653-5051) 
 
Jackie Peifer 
705 Bruce Avenue 
Mount Joy, PA 17552 
(Phone: 717-653-5289) 
 
Romaine Showalter 
Oak Leaf Manor North - Room B8 
2901 Harrisburg Pike 
Landisville, PA 17538 
(Phone: 717-898-2026) 
 
Vivian Yingst 
Phoenix Center - Room 307C 
833 South Main Street 
Phoenixville, PA  19460 
(Phone:  717-962-0097) 

 
  2 Camryn Tesch 
 
  3 Emily Brown 

     Wes Nauman 
 
  5 Barbara Miley 

 Patti Miller 
 
  9 Kathy Brandyberry 
 
10 Amos Lichty 
 
12 David Deimler 
 
13 Connie Bear 

 David Gebhart 

 Mark Rupp 
 
15 Logan Nauman 
 
16 Bill Garber 

 Bev Kaylor 

 Bill Ober 
 
18 Harold Elslager 
 
21 Austin Kennedy  
 
23 Aaron Binkley 

 Brian Van Zandt 
 
26 Natalie Rorabaugh 
 
27 Matthew Johnson 

 Romaine Showalter 
 
28 Ginger Reinhardt 
 
30 Patricia Bender 

 Emma Kennedy 

 Tyler Kreischer 

 Deb Ziegler 
 
31 Rita Schompert 



MONTH OF DECEMBER 
SOUND, LIGHT & MEDIA TECHS:    

 Dave Eichler 
 Mark Myers 
 Andy Ober 
 Chad Ober 
 Ken Ober 
 

MONEY COUNTERS:   Mindi Marks 
 Jackie Roberts 
 Dave Whitcraft 
 
HEAD USHER:   Vaughn Nissley 
 
 
DECEMBER 7 - 2nd SUNDAY OF ADVENT 
COMMUNION 
ACOLYTES: Jonathan Miller 
 Danteé Whitcraft 
GREETERS: Molly Hart 
 Maribeth King 
LITURGIST: Cindy Forry 
NURSERY: Holly Kreischer 
 Lisa Ober 
OUTSIDE GREETERS: Joe Davis 
 Vaughn Nissley 
USHERS:  Marcia Brooks 
 Joe Davis 

 Mike Doughton 
 Deb Kennedy 
 Wayne Kennedy 
 Russ Miceli 
 Mark Myers 
 Melinda Myers 

 Debbie Nissley 
 Vaughn Nissley 
 
  
DECEMBER 14 - 3rd SUNDAY OF ADVENT 
FOOD BANK SUNDAY - PRAISE BAND 
JOYFUL NOISE 
ACOLYTE: Miles Tucker 
GREETERS: Dick & Mary Ryder 
LITURGIST: Dick Thompson 
NURSERY: Bonnie Ober 
  Chad Ober 
OUTSIDE GREETERS: Joe Davis 
 Don Musser 
USHERS: Flo Arndt 

 Dave Kopp 
 Sue Kopp 
 Don Musser 
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DECEMBER 21 - 4th SUNDAY OF ADVENT  
CHOIR CANTATA  
ACOLYTE: Faith McClellan 
GREETERS: Dick & Barb Thompson 
LITURGIST: Diane Rorabaugh 
NURSERY: Tami daSilva 
  
OUTSIDE GREETERS: Joe Davis 
 Wayne Kauffman 
USHERS:  Dick Ryder 

  Barb Thompson 
  Dick Thompson 
  Bob Waters 
 
 

DECEMBER 24 - CHRISTMAS EVE - 3:00 PM 
To be determined. 
NURSERY:  Linda Gockley 
  Donna Smith 
USHERS:   To be selected from those  
  attending 
 
 
DECEMBER 24 - CHRISTMAS EVE - 7:00 PM 
ACOLYTE:  
GREETERS:  Flo Arndt 
  Marcia Brooks 
LITURGIST:  
NURSERY: Marcia Brooks 
  Judy Turbedsky 
OUTSIDE GREETERS: Ron Blechinger 
  Doug Hackley 
USHERS:  Debbie & Vaughn Nissley 

  Andy & Lisa Ober 
 
 
 
 

DECEMBER 28- 1st SUNDAY AFTER CHRISTMAS 
PRAISE BAND 
ACOLYTE: Briella Hoffman 
GREETERS: Connie Bear 
 Bonnie Engle 
LITURGIST:  James Hammel 
NURSERY: Heather Sangrey 
 Mabz Smith 
OUTSIDE GREETERS: Joe Davis 
 Dick Ryder 
USHERS:  Dave Cole 
  Bonnie Engle 
  Linda Gockley 
  Debbie Martin 
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DECEMBER 2025 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1 2 

10:00 am Staff 
meeting 
6:30 pm Movie 
Night - It’s a Won-
derful Life 
 
 

3 

9:30 am Non-
crafting Craft 
Session @ Marcia 
Brooks’ 
6:00 pm Bell 
Choir Rehearsal 
 

4 

6:00 pm Choir 
Rehearsal 
7:00-8:15 pm Youth 
Group 

 
 
 

5 

 
 
 
 

6 

1:00-5:00 pm 
Winterfest 

 

7 

2nd Sunday of Advent 

HOLY COMMUNION 

10:00 am 

 
11:15 am 

8 

 
 
 

   

 

 

9 

11:00 am Prayer 
Group 
6:30 pm 2030 Group  
7:00 pm Board of 
Trustees meeting 
 

 

10 

6:00 pm Bell 
Choir Rehearsal 

11 

6:00 pm Choir 
Rehearsal 

7:00-8:15 pm Youth 
Group 

 
 
 
 

12 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

13 

5-7:00 pm  
Community 
Christmas Party  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

14 

3rd Sunday of Advent 
FOOD BANK SUNDAY 

PRAISE BAND 
JOYFUL NOISE 

10:00 am 

 
11:15 am 

15 16 17 

6:00 pm Bell 
Choir Rehearsal 

 

18

6:00 pm Choir  
rehearsal 
7:00 pm Praise 
Band rehearsal 
7:00-8:15 pm Youth 
Group  

January Herald  
Deadline 

19 

 
 

 

20 

  

21 
4th Sunday of Advent 

10:00 am 
CHOIR CANTATA 

 
11:15 am 
2:00 pm Movie - It’s a 
Wonderful Life 

22 

 
23 

11:00 am Prayer 
Group 

24 
Christmas Eve 

25 

Christmas Day 

Merry Christmas! 

26 
  

27 

28 

PRAISE BAND

10:00 am 

 
11:15 am 

29 30 31    



GLOSS BRENNER C HURC H  
713  C HURC H STREET 
MOUNT JOY ,  PA  17552  
 
AD D RESS SERVIC E REQU ESTED  
 
D EC EMBER 2025 

 
DEADLINE FOR THE 

JANUARY HERALD  

IS THURSDAY 

DECEMBER 18, 2025 

Think about dates in  

January for meetings, special 

events, etc. and hand in to the of-

fice by the 18th of December. 

Email: jackier@glossbrenner.net) 


